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YW Calgary supports women to gain control of their lives, achieve economic security and live  
free from violence. We believe in a brighter future and we know we can’t do this work alone.  
It is through your support, our donors, partners and funders that we can build on our 106-year 
history supporting women and their families in our community.

The 2016 – 2017 year was pivotal for YW. From growth in programs to better support the needs 
of women; deepened rigour in measuring impact and demonstrating change; a new brand that 
represents the future focused, women-centred organization YW is today; to our signature YW 
fundraising events that exceeded expectations. All this because you believe in YW and the families 
we support. You are our warriors and our advocates.

Elections south of the border had a dramatic impact on the conversation surrounding YWHISPER 
Gala speaker, Monica Lewinsky. We hosted more than 700 guests and made strides in broadening 
the minds of many. At the 4th annual YW CELEBRATE event, in recognition of International 
Women’s Day, we shared the evening with 240 exceptional women, a few committed men and our 
special guest, The Honourable Lois E. Mitchell, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta. 

This year, we continued to boldly speak out and as a result, we’re often invited ‘to the table’ to 
share our perspectives. YW staff and clients participated in the Calgary Pride Parade in September 
and Calgary-based, Women’s March on Washington this past January. We also raised our voices 
with an opinion piece about the abuse and bullying women in public office experience across 
Canada. Advocating with tenacity remains a theme for YW and we appreciate you adding your 
voice as well.

We have a lot of excitement ahead, as well as a few challenges. Funding shifts and economic 
hurdles continue. As leaders in the community, we are working to modernize thinking about 
‘funded vs unfunded’ resources and programs. We want to better address gaps with funders and 
ensure we can continue providing the critical services women need.

I want to thank the YW team that continues to rise above many challenges with finite resources 
and infinite need.  Their commitment to being client-focused continues to ensure we are able  
to meet women when and where they are at.  I am so grateful for their choice to serve at  
YW Calgary.

To each of you who support us, thank you; you help us create a safe and equitable community 
where women can thrive. 

Sincerely,

 

Sue Tomney
Chief Executive Officer
YW Calgary

LETTER FROM THE CEO

MISSION
To intervene, empower and
lead when and where women
need us most. 

VISION
Women thriving in a safe and
equitable community.



Annie came to YW needing child-centred 
parenting support for her young son. Annie 
needed programs that were close to her home 
and worked with her schedule. 

Through a little research, she found YW Parent 
Link Centre (PLC) and started coming to its many 
programs. Annie says the programs have been 
amazing for her family. She raves about the staff 
and the wonderful interactive activities they plan 
that have helped her son develop his fine motor 
skills. Annie says her son is more confident from 
his time playing freely at PLC!

YOU EMPOWER WOMEN TO THRIVE

Katherine could be any one of the 3,600 women in Calgary who found hope 
and opportunity in 2016 at YW. Our work is not possible without the continued 
support from donors, funders and partners, thank you.

Katherine, like many of the women YW sees each day, is 38 years old; she and her 
son are safe from abuse but they are on their own, for the first time. 

Being new to Canada, Katherine struggles with a new language and Canadian 
cultural barriers that make her feel isolated. You changed that for her and nearly 
7,000 other unique women, children and men in your community.



Our supporters are the backbone of the work we do. This past 
year, YW Calgary opened Providence House as part of our 
Community Housing program. Here YW provided permanent 
supportive housing for 51 vulnerable women last year. 
Providence House, built as part of the Resolve Campaign  
with Calgary Homeless Foundation and Morrison Homes, 
offers women a chance to heal in a home  
of their own. 

Projects supporting women in our community are not  
possible without the dedicated support of our partners and 
individuals like you.

Your support also meant that 261 women and 16 children 
found a safe place to stay at YW Mary Dover House 
transitional housing in 2016; women like Paula:

SAFE, 
SUPPORTED 
HOUSING

ADAPTING TO
MEET HER NEEDS

Paula needed a safe place where she felt supported. 
After struggling with chronic homelessness for more 
than eight years, Paula found herself in a hospital bed 
due to a compromised immune system. 

Paula called YW to see if there was space and found 
YW’s emergency bed program. Working with YW 
Intensive Case Managers, Paula began a new journey 
and was quickly transferred to YW Mary Dover House. 
She began to find her self-confidence, drive,  
self-respect and the energy to achieve her plans  
with the support of caring staff.



Suzie stayed at the YW Winter 
Emergency Response (WER) program 
off and on for a few years. Struggling 
with addictions, she had a difficult 
time sustaining housing. This winter 
Suzie connected with Intensive Case 
Management and was motivated to get 
help with housing. Within a month, she 
found a basement apartment and with 
assistance from YW, moved in just  
before Christmas. 

Suzie has discovered how important 
housing is to her and works hard so she 
can pay rent. She has struggled to get 
a job but YW Employment programs 
have provided her with the support she 
needs. If it wasn’t for the YW’s Intensive 
Case Management program advocating 
for her, Suzie says she ‘would not be 
where she is today.’

No woman’s story is the same, every experience is unique and 
requires a flexible and innovative approach to programming 
and support. Your decision to support women and their 
families in our community through YW has helped move 
women from surviving to thriving. We are committed to 
providing services that meet women where they are at with 
respect and dignity. 

Phoebe says the one-on-one support and guidance she’s 
received from YW’s Intensive Case Management program has 
given her hope and faith, made her feel valued and blessed. 
Phoebe is grateful for a safe place to stay where she is 
respected. She is thankful for the YW and says the staff “raise 
the bar for humanity and have single handedly empowered 
me when I needed it most. I feel so blessed by YW Calgary.”

Last year, YW began to transition 
resources from YW Winter Emergency 
Response program to YW Community 
Supports which includes Intensive Case 
Management, Housing Coordination and 
Intake and Assessment Coordination. 

Thank you for your confidence and 
support because you have helped enable 
us to make these program shifts and 
better support women, like Phoebe  
and Suzie to find and maintain  
stable housing. 

This past winter, YW staff supported  
20 women to transition from our 
cot-based shelter program to more 
sustainable housing.

INCLUSIVE, 
WOMEN-CENTRED

ADAPTING TO
MEET HER NEEDS



With your support, partnership and belief in our mission and vision, 
we work every day to create communities where women are safe, have 
financial stability and live free from violence. The work we do at the 
frontline meets women where they are at and the work we do in the 
public realm helps shift opinions and bring to light issues and barriers  
that have long effected women. 

Recently, we heard from our supporters they want to hear our voice 
speaking loudly on issues like violence against women, poverty, 
homelessness and equity for women. We believe it is core to our culture 
and practice to do so. 

We speak up for and with women and this year, we began to grow 
louder. We had the opportunity to have an opinion piece published in 
the Calgary Herald speaking to the hate, violence and misogyny women 
in politics face every day. 

We spoke out against judging women for what they wear instead of 
their ideas and policies. We featured Monica Lewinsky as our YWHISPER 
Gala speaker who passionately spoke out against cyber-bullying which is 
something we all know occurs all too often in our communities. We marched 
alongside 5,000 other Calgarian’s in Calgary’s March on Washington to rally 
in the spirit of equity, diversity, inclusion and openness.

We engage with municipal, provincial and federal governments to  
help remove barriers that affect women’s ability to choose and deepen 
inequity in our community. We have advocated for accessible and 
affordable childcare, access to safe and affordable housing, increasing 
the minimum wage, our choice in providing a living wage to all team 
members and for the media to be responsible in its reporting of  
sexual assault. 

YOU 
EMPOWER 

CHANGE

YOUR
VOICE IS 
POWERFUL
As we continue to speak up and speak out, 
we believe your voice is more important 
now than ever before, because our voice 
alone is not enough. Together, we can create 
a community where women and families are 
safe, healthy and connected.

Kelly knew she was in danger and she was 
afraid. Kelly began accessing YW counselling 
after years of abuse from her former partner. 
With the support of her counsellor she began 
to understand how much danger she was in 
and that she needed to leave. 

After attending more than 24 weeks of 
counselling, Kelly began to take control of 
her life. Today, Kelly is a home owner who is 
thriving in the community and she credits part 
of her success to her experience with YW. 



You enable women like Kelly to gain new footing in our community. 
By giving through us, you help women leave dangerous situations, 
gain access to the support they need and provide stability that some 
women have never experienced. Part of that stability comes through 
YW Counselling programs which work with women, children and men 
to help build healthy relationships, develop positive parenting skills and 
help reduce stress and anxiety. Counselling allows them to heal  
and recover. 

Last year, your contributions supported 850 women, 286 children and 
693 men along their healing journey through YW Counselling programs.

When Helen moved to Calgary, a city where she knew 
no one, she lost all her power, support and identity. The 
abuse at the hands of her partner was escalating and 
she knew she needed help. Helen eventually sought 
refuge at YW Sheriff King Home crisis shelter. There 
Helen found a safe haven where she felt peace, found 
stability and the quiet she so desperately needed.

For some women facing domestic violence, leaving is 
not an option which is why YW’s Outreach team works 
to connect with women seeking information to make 
healthy choices. Through caring individuals like you, 
together we supported 310 women in 2016. 

Increased funding from government, along with your 
generosity meant YW Outreach supported 45 more 
women this past year. Indicating an awareness of the 
need for alternative support programs.

YOUR
VOICE IS 
POWERFUL

A HEALING
JOURNEY



OUR DONORS
In 2016-17, donors, volunteers and advocates like you gave their voices, time and 
treasure to ensure that women and children could turn to us for shelter, support and 
guidance in their time of need. 

The successes of the women whose stories you read here are your successes too.  
Their strength was fueled by your kindness and support. Each triumph was made 
possible because you cared enough to contribute in a meaningful way.  

PILLAR	| $100,000+
	 The Calgary Foundation - Anonymous Fund 

BUILDER | $50,000+	
	 Co-op Community Foundation
	 Hockey Helps the Homeless
	 Nexen Energy ULC
	 RBC Foundation
	 Margaret Southern

CHAMPION | $10,000+	
	 Annapolis Capital (IV) Limited
	 The Arnie J. Charbonneau Foundation
	 ATB Financial
	 Estate of Thomas Clive Ballam
	 Birchcliff Energy Ltd
	 The Burns Memorial Fund
	 The Calgary Foundation - Jack Carter 
		  Family Fund
	 Calgary Poppy Fund
	 Cenovus Energy Inc
	 CIBC
	 Ex-Sheriff King Trust
	 George Fink
	 Britt and Anthony Giuffre
	 Government of Alberta -  
	   	 Shelter Enhancement Initiative
	 Estate of Wilbur Linn Griffith
	 Jupiter Resources Inc
	 Lou’s Auto Body
	 Matco Investmenst Ltd.
	 Gary Nissen
	 Nu-Way Floor Fashions
	 Sheila O’Brien
	 Olympia Charitable Foundation
	 Shoppers Drug Mart Life Foundation
	 Pat and Barry Stewart
	 Suncor Energy Foundation
	 TELUS Community Affairs
	 Vermilion Energy Inc
	 Sean Wilson

LEADER |  $5,000+	
	 1868015 Alberta LTD
	 AUPE
	 Automotive Industries Association 	
		    	Southern Alberta Division
	 Donna and Einar Brasso
	 The Calgary Foundation - 
	   	 Dick and Lois Haskayne Fund
	 The Calgary Foundation -  
		  Tamaratt Endowment Fund
	 The Calgary Foundation -  
		  Maurice W McCaig Fund
	 Canadian Red Cross
	 City of Calgary - Family and  
		  Community Support Services
	 Corporate Diversity Consultants Ltd.
	 Kaylene Duttchen
	 EFW Radiology
	 Adam Ekvall
	 Enbridge Inc
	 Elizabeth Hamilton-Keen
	 Suzanne Hathaway
	 Hugessen Consulting
	 Kasian Architecture Interior Design 
		  and Planning Ltd
	 Larkspur Consulting Inc
	 Desmond Martin
	 Patricia and Daniel McLeod
	 MEG Energy Corp.
	 Orange Frog Productions Inc
	 Painted Pony Petroleum LTD
	 Catherine and David Poulsen
	 RGO Products Ltd
	 Barbara and Dan Scrivens
	 Specialized Desanders INC
	 Stantec Consulting Ltd
	 Mary Jane and Bob Swinn
	 Rod Wade
	 Westbrick Energy LTD.
	 Carol Ann and Peter Williams
	 Pauline Wong

Regina escaped after more than 20 years of abuse and 
stayed at YW Sheriff King Home crisis shelter. Initially 
mistaking her former husband’s possessiveness as a sign 
of love, over time, her life became unbearable. Regina 
found the strength to break free from him one day and 
with her children went to the police where she insisted 
they take her somewhere safe. The police brought her to 
YW and there she began the healing process with staff 
who never gave up. 

Today, Regina owns a flourishing business and is happily 
remarried. Her generous support, like yours, helped 
provide safe refuge for 177 women and 242 children at 
the YW Sheriff King Home crisis shelter in 2016.  



FRIEND | $1,000+	  
	 Academy Denture Clinic
	 Joan and Mark Addison
	 Agrium Inc
	 Alberta Beverage Container 
		  Recycling Corporation
	 Hugh and Brent Alexander
	 The Anglican Parish of Christ 
		  Church - Elbow Park
	 Aqueduct Foundation - The 
		  Ruby Malloch Charitable Fund
	 The Ardea Foundation
	 Arlington Street Investments
	 Army, Navy & Air Force Veterans 
		  in Canada
	 Artisan Wines Ltd
	 Chanel Avarello
	 Azimuth Capital Management
	 Sandy and Abdel Badwi
	 Janet and Bob Balfour
	 Benefaction Foundation - Bruce  
		  McFarlane & Janice Heard Fund
	 Colleen and George Bezaire
	 Mary Biden
	 Katherine Bilson
	 Bev and Mike Blancher
	 Steve Brown
	 Burnswest Corporation
	 Shannon Burton
	 Patricia and Gordon Butcher
	 The Calgary Foundation - Akira  
		  and Misae Masuda Fund
	 The Calgary Foundation - Jackie  
		  and George Palmer Fund
	 The Calgary Foundation - Sapphire 
		  Foundation
	 The Calgary Foundation - Schultz  
		  Family Fund
	 Calgary Northeast Eyeopener Lions Club
	 Calgary Shaw Charity Classic  
		  Foundation
	 Calroc Industries
	 Sandra Cameron Evans and Jim Evans
	 Campbell O’Hara Barristers 
		  Solicitors Mediators
	 CANA Construction
	 Canadian Western Bank
	 Canadian Women’s Foundation
	 Cardel Homes Inc
	 Cardinal Energy LTD.
	 Thomas Caulfield
	 Cenovus Employee Foundation
	 Checker Transportation Group

	 Citrix
	 Pat Cochrane
	 Tim Conlin
	 Credit Union Central Alberta Ltd
	 Crew Energy Inc
	 James Currie
	 Joanne Cuthbertson and Charlie Fischer
	 Jan Damery and Paul Griss
	 Iris and Ernest Damkar
	 David Chow Professional Corporation
	 Delcor Management Inc
	 Dentons Canada
	 Olive Dixon
	 Virginia Dobson and Dale Huntingford
	 Laurel and Roger Duurtsema
	 Joanne and Donald Edie
	 Bryce Eidsness
	 Linda Ellergodt
	 Encana Corporation
	 Engelhart Reed Ltd
	 Engineered Air - Resman  
		  Community Services
	 Norma and Robert Farquharson
	 Fasken Martineau LLP
	 Stephanie and Brian Felesky
	 John Finbow
	 Bertha Ann Fisher
	 Kate Fischer and Joel Douglas
	 Elaine Fong
	 Nancy and Doug Foster
	 Rick Fox
	 Frank Design Strategy
	 Liza and Bob Fuenning
	 GiftFunds Canada - Anonymous
	 Glass Tech Entrance Systems Ltd
	 Kenneth and Roy Goodall
	 Kristen Gould
	 Robin Gourlay
	 David Guichon
	 Harry and Martha Cohen Foundation
	 HB Group Insurance Management LTD.
	 Highlander Liquor Store Inc.
	 Tanya Hoffman
	 Deanna Holt and Kent Hehr
	 Barbara and Brian Howes
	 Gerald Hrap
	 Husky Energy Inc
	 IBM Canada
	 Illiyoon Consulting Inc.
	 Independent Order of Odd Fellows,  
		  Hillhurst Rebekah Lodge 116
	 Independent Order of Odd Fellows,  
		  Crescent Lodge No 81

	 Mona Jasinski and David Boudreau
	 Heather Johnson
	 Brian Jones
	 KC Barry Inc
	 Alison Keene
	 Keyera Corp
	 Norbert Klatt
	 Deborah Kowbel
	 KPMG LLP
	 Kerrianne Kusch and Kyle Baumgardner
	 Catriona Le May Doan
	 Elaine and Harold Lemieux
	 Nancy Lever and Alex Pochmursky
	 Fred Livingstone
	 James Lough
	 Sandra and Darwin Luft
	 M. Ian Savage Professional Corporation
	 Tamara MacDonald
	 Howard MacKichan
	 Marshall Tittemore Architects
	 Matthew B. White Professional  
		  Corporation
	 Jane McCaig and Rich Waller
	 M. Ann McCaig
	 Nicole McCaig

	 Adele and Peter McKeen
	 Judy and Duncan McLachlan
	 Maria Melnychuk
	 Karen and Peter Mitchell
	 Jennifer and Torval Mork
	 Multisports Canada
	 Carol and Edmund Navickas
	 Anna Nelson
	 Jean Nelson
	 Kimberly O’Brien
	 Kathleen and Corey Olynik
	 Jo Anne Pauling
	 People Engaged In (P.E.I.) Benevolent 	
		  Activities Association

	 Mary and Kalman Pinter
	 PWC Canada
	 The Ranchmen’s Club Calgary
	 Irfhan Rawji
	 RGO Social Commitee
	 Carol and Doug Ring
	 Sheila Roddy
	 Royal Bank of Canada
	 Mary Rozsa de Coquet
	 Lori and Jim Ryan
	 Don Sabo
	 Debbie Saunders and Mike Ritchat
	 Susan and David Schaus
	 Gregg Scott
	 Sentry Investments
	 Shoppers Drug Mart
	 Ellie Siebens
	 Christine Simpson
	 Sinopec Canada Energy Ltd.
	 Sir John A. Macdonald School
	 Sisters of St Joseph of the Diocese  
		  of London Foundation
	 Ruth Skelton
	 Cody Slater
	 Kirsty Sloper

	 Wendy Smith
	 Soroptimist International of Calgary
	 Spectra Energy
	 Statesman Flooring Ltd
	 Stikeman Elliott
	 Strategic Charitable Giving Foundation -  
		  Marilyn McElheran Fund
	 Tangerine Bank
	 TDL Drywall Inc.
	 Barbara and Phillip Thorpe
	 Sue Tomney
	 Patricia Tones
	 Leslie and Dom Torriero
	 Jennifer Tozser

“YW Calgary strives to help change the trajectory of lives… by 
delivering programs and services that address the needs of 
vulnerable women and their families.  We know that helping 
women succeed means stronger families and homes in our 
community. This is something I believe in and all of us can get 
behind!” 

Cathy Orr, President and CEO, RGO Products, Ltd.



“Donating to YW Calgary is my way of supporting women 
and their families who need it most. I know that when I 
donate to YW I am helping a long standing organization 
move women from surviving to thriving. I trust my 
donation will have an impact on YW and the women and 
families it serves.” 

Gary Nissen, President, Canadian Avatar Investments Ltd.

	 TransAlta
	 TransCanada Corporation Ltd
	 Andrea and Ben Tsui
	 Monique and Brian Tuffs
	 The Tuscan Benevolent Society
	 Ronald Urquhart
	 E Valentine
	 Paul Valentine
	 Lori Van Rooijen
	 Janet Vellutini
	 Arlene and Michael Verdiel
	 Willem Vermaat
	 Diane Volk
	 Cindy Waites

	 Joanne Wallace and Jim Wilson
	 Julie Watkins
	 Pat Watson
	 Nancy and Bob Watson
	 Wawanesa Insurance
	 Mark Wayne
	 Lori and Ken Weller
	 Hilary and Bruce Wells
	 Werklund Capital Corporation
	 West Direct Express Ltd
	 Norma and Ron Westcott
	 Mark Wheler
	 Nancy and Duane Wikant
	 Jeff Wilson
	 Nancy Wilson
	 James Wingerter
	 Ken Wirges
	 Thomas Wise
	 Gerda Wittebrood
	 Mark Woitas
	 Lillian Wong
	 Tracy Wong
	 Donny Woo

	 Elaine and Gerry Wood
	 Derek Woolner
	 Sheila and Walter Wright
	 Shannon Young
	 Ken Yurkovich
	 Ziad Eltoum Drugs LTD
CONTRIBUTOR | $500+	
	 Ron Abernethy
	 Acculuxe Corporation
	 Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat Community 	
		  (Calgary South Chapter)
	 Wendy Anderson
	 Apex Mechanical Plumbing & Heating
	 Arthur Hunter

	 Norma and Henry Astle
	 Leontine Atkins
	 The Awakened Company
	 Margaret Bawden
	 Jeff Beaton
	 Y A. and Art Beaubien
	 Shashi Behl
	 Amy Behrens
	 Bell Canada
	 Kulwinder and Ede Biro
	 Amie Blanchette
	 Kathleen and Robert Booth
	 Michel Bourque
	 Kimberly Bowen
	 Margie Boyd
	 Bradlee Distributors INC.
	 Anne and Bruce Brander
	 Susan Brauer
	 Britannia Wine Merchants
	 Broadview Homes (Alberta) Ltd.
	 Gerry Burger-Martindale
	 The Calgary Foundation - 
		  Baher Family Fund

	 The Calgary Foundation - YWCA 
		  Sheriff King Fund
	 Delton Campbell
	 Sandra Cannon-Walker
	 Sarah Carter
	 Shirley Carter
	 Christian Catolico
	 Catuso Inc
	 The Chickwagon! Foundation 
		  for Women
	 Chronos Resources Ltd.
	 Susan Church
	 Civilized Adventures
	 Steacy Collyer
	 Angela Corsi
	 CP
	 Shivon Crabtree
	 Melodie Creegan
	 D Gees Homes & Realty
	 Dartnell & Lutz
	 Erin Dawson
	 DBH Law
	 Joanna Domes
	 Larry Donovan
	 Douglas Homes
	 Megan Douglas
	 Nan and Ian Douglas
	 DREAM Asset Mgmt Corporation
	 Garrett Dunn
	 Gregory Dunn
	 Easton Industrial Air
	 Eaton Industries Company
	 Leslie Echino
	 Pegi Enders
	 Excel Homes Limited Partnership
	 Robin Fair
	 Penny Favel
	 Laura and Steve Fitterer
	 Greg Fletcher
	 FLIPP Advertising Inc.
	 Liz and Tony Fricke
	 Marilyn Fry
	 Charyl Galpin
	 Claire Galvin
	 Donald Gibbons
	 Edith Gillespie
	 Global Public Affairs
	 Siobhan and Jeff Goguen
	 Lorraine and Ron Gorsche
	 Marlene Graham
	 Janet Griesdale
	 Arlene Grieve

	 Audrey and Robert Guedo
	 Delaine Haugen
	 Linda Haymour
	 Helcim
	 Craig Hill
	 Brenda and Alan Hocking
	 Jeff Hodgson
	 Robert Holmes
	 Baywest Homes
	 Barry Hucik
	 Richard Hudon
	 Sal Iantomaso
	 IODE Bowfort Chapter
	 Patricia Irvine
	 Sandra Jack
	 Jackie Palmer Distributors
	 Kathleen Jackson
	 Jayman BUILT
	 Joey Tomato’s (Eau Claire) Inc
	 Elrose Klause
	 Dawn Kloster
	 Knitters for the Needy
	 Harmony Kosola
	 Brenda Krause
	 Krawford Construction (2011) Inc.
	 Doug Kuss
	 Robert Laird
	 Deanna and Allan Lau
	 Laurie M. Anderson Professional  
		  Corporation
	 Graham Law
	 Joshua Lawrence
	 Lear Construction Management Ltd.
	 Blaine Lennox
	 Brenda and Brian Lenzin
	 Curtis Lester
	 Kara Levis
	 Marianne Li
	 David Linder
	 Alice Liu
	 Robin Lokhorst
	 David Lumsden
	 Dawn Lutz
	 Cathie and Bruce Mahon
	 Maddalena Marchese
	 Marsh Canada Limited
	 Mary Marshman
	 Patricia and John Martin
	 Chris May
	 Lisa May
	 Frederick McClelland
	 Tara McCool



COMMUNITY FUNDRAISERS
Our heartfelt appreciation also goes out to all the 
organizations, groups and individuals who organized 
community events and fundraisers in support of YW 
Calgary! Not only did you help us with the bottom 
line, you are our ambassadors and champions in the 
community.  You have helped make brighter futures possible.   

	 Iain McCorkindale
	 Doug McGillivray
	 Rick McKee
	 Tracy McKim and Gordon Tarnowsky
	 Danna McLeod
	 Lydia McMillan
	 Elsbeth and Ed Mehrer
	 Rob Millar
	 Susan Miller
	 Donna Millican
	 Lois Milligan
	 Alec Milne
	 Lynn Moen
	 Moore Law Practice
	 Jackie and Peter Morgan
	 Barbara and Michael Morin
	 Heather Morley
	 Rebecca Morley and Wade Felesky
	 Leyton Morris
	 Glenn Murphy
	 Eileen and Terrance Murphy
	 Leah Murray
	 N. Murray Edwards Charitable  
		  Foundation
	 Dolores and Paul Neilson
	 Kerry and Bob Nelson
	 Margaret Nelson
	 Karen Nixon
	 Norr Architects Engineers Planners
	 Cristina Nunes
	 Rob Ohlson
	 Doreen Orman
	 Satwinder Pandhler
	 Karman Parry
	 Payworks
	 John Pearce
	 Cathy Pearl and Gregory Brown
	 Lendy Perez
	 Lorelei Piotto

	 Kelly Plett
	 Louise and Ron Poelzer
	 Cheryl Polzin
	 Karen Prentice
	 Prince of Peace Village Quilters Group
	 Private Giving Foundation - Janet  
		  Griesdale Fund
	 Private Giving Foundation - Cheryl  
		  & Randy Jespersen Fund
	 Wilma Quan-Forsyth and Jody Forsyth
	 Brody Quast
	 James Rae
	 Sheri Raines
	 Carol and Richard Ramsay
	 Ruth Ramsden-Wood
	 Randy James Farms Ltd
	 Beth Rankin
	 Rawlyk Developments Inc
	 Raymond James Canada Foundation
	 RBC Wealth Management
	 Alison Redford
	 Reggin Technical Services Ltd
	 Regina Fine Meats
	 ReidBuilt Homes
	 Nicole Remillard
	 Carolyn Reu
	 Maggie Rigaux
	 RJH Contracting & Consulting Inc
	 Hugh Robinson
	 Bill Rosehart
	 Hanif Salemohamed
	 Kimberly Salt
	 Marty Scholten
	 Sandi Setter
	 David Severson
	 Holly Shearer
	 Crawford Smith
	 Lorna and Roger Smith
	 Ann and Robert Smyth

	 Southern Alberta Construction  
		  Services Inc.
	 Springbank Lions Club
	 St. Paul’s Anglican Church
	 St. Pius X Church
	 Lucille and Wesley Stambaugh
	 Debra Stewart
	 Carla Stoever
	 Strategic Charitable Giving Foundation - 	
		  Robin’s Fund
	 Sharon Sudds
	 Sunridge Nissan
	 Sandra Tate
	 Jana Taylor and Bryan De Lottinville
	 Alison and Andrew Love
	 Kate Thompson
	 Stella Thompson
	 Renae and Michael Tims
	 Presentacion Torres
	 Trail Appliances Ltd
	 Triangle Steel
	 Bonnie Tubb
	 Sheryl Tuffnell
	 Arnold Turnock
	 Elinor Turnock
	 Sandra and James Ullyott
	 Georgine Ulmer
	 Joan Van Housen
	 Murdeen Vavra
	 Muriel Veldhoen
	 Domenic Venturo
	 Irma and Rich Verner
	 Dwayne Waisman
	 Lyla Wall
	 Kathleen and Robert Wallace
	 Mary and Michael Walsh
	 Lynette Walton
	 Elizabeth and Fred Wanka
	 Daniel Wares

	 Molly Wares
	 Lori Waslen
	 Don Watson
	 Mike Watson
	 Patricia Watson
	 Don Watt
	 Ken Waunch
	 Larry Weiers
	 Janice Weitendorf
	 Trevor Wekel
	 Doris Weller
	 The Welty Family Foundation
	 Larry Wentz
	 Jason Werle
	 Milley Wetter
	 Penny White
	 Scott White
	 Marilyn and Garth Wiggins
	 Jim Wilcox
	 Barbara Williams
	 Barbara Williams
	 Helena and Jim Willmon
	 Valerie and Joseph Wilson
	 Joe Wilson
	 Kenneth Wing
	 Rick Wise
	 Allison Wolfe
	 Valerie Wolfe
	 Jo-Ann Wollam
	 Sherri Wright-Schwietz
	 Judi Yacyshyn
	 Judy and Tony Yathon

*Due to limited space in this report, we are 
only able to acknowledge in print those who 
contributed financial gifts of $500 or more, 
however, we are truly grateful to all our 
generous supporters.

A Collaborative Design Group
Bandidos Slo Pitch “Spring Thaw” Pick up tournament
Brasso Nissan Employer Golf Tournament
Highlander Wine Community Give Back Day
Corporate Diversity Consultant Event
Holiday Family Program
Joey Restaurant - Scoop of Care
Ladies LPG Annual Golf Tournament

Ply Gem 31st Annual Golf Tournament
Scotiabank Calgary Marathon Charity Challenge
Shaw Charity Classic Birdies for Kids
She Said
Shea Gifford Nu-Way Floor Fashions Charity Golf 		
  Tournament
WAMSA Bake Sale
Wild Rose Triathlon



FINANCIALS 2016 - 2017

11%

7%

10%

55%

18%

27%
18%

21%

14%

5%

16%

Government Grants	 55%

Other Grants	 18%

Program, Course Fees 	 10%
& Accommodation	

Other Income	 6%

Other Contributions	 11%	

Counselling, Childcare & Parenting	 27% 
Support programs

Language & Employment programs	 14%

Transitional & Community	 21%
Housing programs

Crisis shelter & outreach programs	 16%

Resource Development	 5%

Support Services	 17%

		

REVENUE EXPENSES

Total Revenue $17,570,249 Total Expenses  $17,424,694



To affect social change in 
our community, YW works 
collaboratively with sector partners 
that ensure our voices are louder, 
our impact is greater and our reach 
is further.

Aboriginal Friendship Centre of Calgary
ACT Alberta
Alberta Council of Women’s Shelters
Alberta Health Services – Safeworks
Aventa Treatment Foundation for Women
Awo Taan Healing Lodge Society
Bow Valley College
Brenda Strafford Foundation
Calgary Alpha House Society
Calgary Board of Education
Calgary Catholic Immigration Society
Calgary Chamber of Voluntary Organizations
Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse
Calgary Domestic Violence Collective
Calgary Drop-in & Rehab Centre
Calgary Food Bank
Calgary Housing Company
Calgary Immigrant Women’s Association
Calgary Learns
Calgary Legal Guidance
Calgary Police Service
Calgary Public Library
Calgary Sexual Health Centre
Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter
carya
Centre for Newcomers
Community Kitchen Program of Calgary
CUPS Health Education Housing
Discovery House
Distress Centre
Dress for Success Calgary
Elizabeth Fry Society
Horizon Housing Society
Immigrant Services Calgary
Inn from the Cold
Kids Up Front Calgary
Momentum
Mustard Seed
Servants Anonymous Society
Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre
Sonshine Community Services
SORCe 
Sunrise Native Addiction Services Society
The Alex
Vibrant Communities Calgary
Women in Need Society
Women’s Centre of Calgary

Counselling, Childcare & Parenting	 27% 
Support programs

Language & Employment programs	 14%

Transitional & Community	 21%
Housing programs

Crisis shelter & outreach programs	 16%

Resource Development	 5%

Support Services	 17%

		

COMMUNITY PARTNERS



Seeking safety, Abi fled Syria for Canada with her family. Through her 
sponsor family, she learned of YW’s Language Instruction for Newcomers 
to Canada program to help her learn English so she came to YW looking for 
opportunities, support and a safe place for her family. The biggest barrier 
she faced in taking classes was childcare for her young son. While Abi was 
in class her son went to YW’s childminding program and began to feel safe 
and cared for. Abi’s hard work meant she advanced quickly in the classes 
and helped her make new friends. Without access to childminding Abi 
would not have been able to attend classes and without the support of her 
teachers a brighter future would still feel out of reach.   

Harriet, a new Canadian arrived in Calgary with 
a business degree, a masters and eight years’ of 
international experience in finance. She enrolled in 
YW’s Canadian Employment Skills (CES) program  
after struggling to find a job in her field. 

Six months after completing the program Harriet  
found a meaningful position. When reflecting on her 
experience with CES, she said “I believe I am in the  
right direction in my career. I am blessed to be here  
in Canada.  The program played a big role in my  
journey to where I am today. I am grateful!”

In 2016, YW Childcare Centres provided early learning and care options for more 
than 150 children while YW Parenting Supports programs offered a wide variety 
of programs for more than 2,600 families.

REMOVING BARRIERS
You care about women and their families who arrive in our community and 
need a variety of supports from shelter to language skills or help navigating the 
Canadian workplace. 

Your desire to make a difference enables YW to support women and their 
families to thrive. With your help, YW provided language instruction to 565 
women and 317 men in 2016. Over the years, the YW Language Instruction for 
Newcomers to Canada program has continued to grow and expand its numbers. 
As our community changes, so must our services. 

One of the biggest obstacles we hear from women trying to access language 
and employment programs, find sustainable employment or deepen their 
connections to community, is a lack of accessible and affordable childcare in the 
city. Recognizing the need and knowing concern for women and their children 
is one of the core reasons you give, we began offering childminding services to 
families enrolled in our language and employment programs. 



The 2016 - 2017 year was my first as YW Board Chair after four years as a board member. It is 
with great pride that I reflect on the accomplishments and successes of our board, leadership and 
staff teams. The year has seen monumental decisions that will impact the future of YW as well as 
exceptional work to create a strong, sustainable organization better able to meet challenges down  
the road.

The legacy of our past YW Board that acquired a full city block in downtown Calgary where the 
majority of YW programming remains today, has been fundamental in our bold five-year strategic 
Transformation Plan. The sale of this site in 2015 enabled us to secure a site for the new YW Hub 
Facility. In addition, it has provided us the unique opportunity to be the first to contribute financially 
in the development of that site. 

By inviting public and private dollars into the project, YW is able to establish a Sustainability Fund 
which will help the organization weather funding changes, economic instability and be innovative in 
piloting new service options that will best support the women we serve and allow them to thrive.

As we move further along our five-year plan, we gain clarity on the need for a new YW facility. Safe, 
accessible, women-focused housing options have long been a need and primary tenant of YW. Today, 
the need for employment resources, language and new Canadian support is growing. Childcare, 
parenting support and wellness programs are also critical today and the YW must respond with a 
facility better able to provide those programs and services.

The new YW site was chosen with community in mind. After more than 30 years in Inglewood 
operating the YW Sheriff King Home crisis shelter, we knew this was an inclusive and family-focused 
community. Engagement with Inglewood residents and business operators began this past year and 
will continue in 2017 with our 2nd annual Neighbour Day event. Healing in community promotes 
connections and a facility that invites the community in fosters opportunities for understanding and 
support.

I want to personally thank the exceptional group of women on our board who volunteer their time 
and expertise to ensure a well governed organization.  Your sacrifice and commitment is a testament 
to our work and our vision to have all women thrive in our community.  
 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Morley
YW Board Chair 
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June 2016

Community Engagement 
with Inglewood neighbours 
began – face-to-face, mail 
and online access points

August 2016

Finalized functional program 
for YW Hub Facility – establish 
six key program area requirements 
for 120,000 square feet of space.

Includes: wellness, community 
kitchen, fitness, multi-purpose, 
childcare, 100 shelter units, 
employment education spaces as 
well as administration and support

September 2016

Functional Program 
approved by YW Board 
of Directors

October 2016

Conceptual design 
approved by YW Board 
of Directors; engagement 
and feedback opportunities 
with Inglewood, current YW 
clients and staff

December 2016

Final design development 

January 2017

Board approval of final 
design – new YW Hub Facility 
Development Permit application 
submitted to City of Calgary

COMING IN 2019


